Fever, chills, and weakness in a 61-year-old man.
A 61-year-old man presented to the emergency department of a community hospital with a 2-week history of fever, chills, and sudden extreme weakness of his right arm and lower extremities. He also had a cough, shortness of breath, nausea, abdominal pain, diarrhea, and myalgia. Though initially alert and cooperative, he quickly became unresponsive. In addition, he had hyponatremia, renal insufficiency, and compromised cardiopulmonary function. He was admitted to the intensive care unit for suspected bacterial infection and was started on broad-spectrum antibiotics. Chest radiograph revealed miliary infiltrates consistent with infectious emboli or metastatic carcinoma. Despite intensive resuscitation, the patient died 36 hours after admission. At autopsy multiple nodular lesions were observed on gross examination of the lungs, perihilar and paratracheal lymph nodes, and liver. Microscopic sections of the lung (Figure 1) and brain (Figures 2 and 3) are shown.